THE ENGLAND  OF   CHARLES  II

a reminder of the thoroughness of this branch
of English education. The very alphabets, were
Biblical, one beginning:

In Adam's fall
We sinned all,

and ending, ingeniously:

Zaccheus he
Did climb a tree
Our Lord to see.

While the girls were set to sampler work, and
the arts of deportment and household manage-
ment, the boys, armed with goose-quill, slate and
ink-horn advanced against the first entrench-
ments of the Classics. There was a particularly
terrible and time-honoured grammar for begin-
ners, with the intriguing sub-title, "A Delicious
Syrup newly Clarified for Young Scholars that
thirst for the Sweet Liquor of Latin Speech/'
The sweet liquor, however unwelcome, had one
advantage, that it gave youth the hard mental
discipline by mastery of intellectual difficulty
which tends more than anything else to make the
human mind "categorical and not wiggle-waggle/*
And since a classical education was the lot of
nearly all who held governing positions in Church
and State, the community suffered perhaps less
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